66                              THE GIANT RAFT,

Joam Garral thoroughly understood the management
of these woods, which were rich in the most precious and
diverse species adapted for joinery, cabinet work, ship-
building, and carpentry, and from them he annually drew
considerable profits.

The river was there in front of him, and could it not be
as safely and economically used as a railway if one existed ?
So every year Joam Garral felled some hundreds of trees
from his stock and formed immense rafts of floating wood,
of joists, beams, and slightly squared trunks, which were
taken to Para in charge of capable pilots who were
thoroughly acquainted with the depths of the river and the
direction of its currents.

This year Joam Garral decided to do as he had
done in preceding years. Only, when the raft was made
up, he was going to leave to Benito all the detail of the
trading part of the business. But there was no time to
lose. The beginning of June was the best season to start
for the waters increased by the floods of the upper basin
would gradually and gradually subside until the month of
October.

The first steps had thus to be taken without delay, for
the raft was to be of unusual proportions. It would be
accessary to fell a half-mile square of the forest which
was situated at the junction of the Nanay and the Amazon
to say, the whole river side of the fazenda, to